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CONSTITUENT SERVICES 
 
If you have questions or problems 
when contacting any federal agency, 
call one of my district offices.  See 
inside for more information. 
 
To Contact Congressman Cardoza: 
 

Merced 
2222 M Street, Suite 305 
Merced, CA 95340 
(209) 383-4455 

 
Modesto 

1321 I Street, #1 
Modesto, CA 95354 
(209) 527-1914 

 
Stockton 

445 W. Weber Ave, Suite 240 
Stockton, CA 95203 
(209) 946-0361 

 
 (800) 356-6424 toll free 
 

Web Site: 
         http://www.house.gov/cardoza 

Congressman Dennis Cardoza      
503 Cannon House Office Bldg   
Washington, DC 20515   
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CONGRESSMAN DENNIS CARDOZA 
 
 

IMPROVING THE VALLEY ECONOMY 
 
Supporting Agriculture 
 

Congressman Cardoza is committed to maintaining and strengthening 
Central Valley agriculture.  He sponsored successful legislation that 
will facilitate aid to farmers who have experienced major crop losses 
due to natural disasters and severe weather.  He has also secured 
millions of dollars in appropriations that provide critical maintenance 
to existing water projects, improved drainage, and better flood control.  
In addition, he has introduced a bill that would reform the way critical 
habitat is designated under the Endangered Species Act. 

 
Attracting Jobs 
 
Working against stiff opposition from Bay Area interests, Congressman Cardoza has 
fought for nearly two years to secure the 129th Rescue Wing of the Air National 
Guard, which would bring hundreds of jobs and an economic boost to the Central 
Valley.  The relocation to the former Castle Air Force Base would also save the Air 
National Guard tens of millions of dollars and help alleviate recruitment problems. 
 
Offering Clean Air Incentives 
 
In an effort to improve the Central Valley’s air quality, Congressman Cardoza introduced legislation 
that would provide additional tax credits for qualified clean-fuel vehicles used in select ozone non-
attainment areas.  The Clean Air Incentive Act would provide tax credits for clean-fuel vehicles in 
areas designated as serious, severe, or extreme by the Environmental Protection Agency.  The EPA has 
designated the Central Valley as one of only two extreme ozone non-attainment areas in the nation. 
 
Building Transportation Infrastructure 
 

The Valley’s transportation infrastructure is in desperate need of improvement.  
Congressman Cardoza supported the Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy For Users, 
which funds major highway and transit projects.  He secured $24 million for the 18th 
District, including the Arch Sperry widening project in Stockton, improvements to 
Highway 132 in Modesto, and funding to study new interchanges along Highway 165 
in Merced County.  The House, Senate and Administration have yet to agree on the 
final version of the bill, but Cardoza remains hopeful it will pass this year. 

 
Promoting Higher Education 
 
Congressman Cardoza played an integral role in the creation of UC Merced 
and secured funding for the campus in his first year in Congress.  He believes 
the campus is critical to the economic and educational future of the Central 
Valley.  Local, state and federal officials must continue to work together to 
fulfill the UC system’s commitment to excellence in teaching, research and 
public service in the Valley.  

http://www.ucmerced.edu/


WORKING FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY 
    
RESTORING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
America cannot be secure overseas if we are not strong and 
prosperous at home.  Congressman Cardoza believes that we must get 
our nation’s fiscal house in order.  Following budget surpluses from 
1998 to 2001, the federal government posted deficits in 2002 and 
2003.  This year, the U.S. Treasury Department expects the budget 
deficit to exceed $400 billion – a record high.  That estimate does not 
include the cost of continuing operations in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
assumes that discretionary domestic spending will stay flat. 

Making matters worse, federal spending, as a portion of the overall 
economy, is expected to grow to 20.2 percent this year, according to 
Treasury Department estimates, up from 18.4 percent in 2000.  The 
impending retirement of the baby boomers will only exacerbate this 
trend.  Given these concerns, Congressman Cardoza has promoted a 
balanced approach to our nation’s budget. 

As a member of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition, Congressman Cardoza believes we must 
get back on the road to fiscal responsibility before we pass the nation’s keys - and our debt - onto our 
children.  Recently, he supported a fiscally responsible budget alternative put forth by the Blue Dogs, 
which presented a clear strategy for bailing our nation out of a growing fiscal mess by cutting mounting 
deficits in half within two years.  It would control spending while fully funding important needs, 
particularly defense and homeland security.  The Blue Dog budget approach is the right way to restore 
fiscal discipline to our budget process while also providing promised tax cuts to families.  
    
PROTECTING AND ENHANCING MEDICARE 
 

Last year, Congress passed a Medicare bill that promised to assist 
seniors with the cost of prescription drugs. In reality, the new program 
is doing little to help seniors and, instead, is creating a lot of confusion.  
Congressman Cardoza opposed the bill when it came to a vote on the 
floor of the House because he believed it was woefully inadequate for 
seniors and would weaken Medicare. Specifically, it prohibits the 
reimportation of drugs from Canada and prevents the federal 
government from using its bargaining power to secure cheaper drug 
prices for seniors.  Seniors are angry they received a raw deal.  Baby 
boomers are skeptical about Medicare’s long-term financial health. 

 
Seniors are now burdened with the difficult task of understanding all of the advantages and pitfalls of 
the program.  They must determine what it means individually and decide whether their participation is 
worthwhile.  Unfortunately, no simple answer exists for seniors because income level, existing 
coverage, and specific types of medicines prescribed all influence the type of benefit they can receive.  
Some seniors can save money on their prescription drugs and should be informed about the choices 
they must make in order to be eligible for any savings.  Regardless, drug costs continue to increase at 
an alarming rate.  In an effort to combat this problem, Congressman Cardoza has co-sponsored 
legislation to improve the new program so that it actually results in lower costs.  Constituents can 
contact Congressman Cardoza’s offices to learn how to utilize the limited benefits that exist.  

 



 

CONGRESSMAN DENNIS CARDOZA  •  CONSTITUENT SERVICES 
 
  

VETERANS 
 
We can assist veterans who are trying to obtain military records, replacement medals, or 
medals that were mistakenly never awarded.  We also routinely help veterans who are 
having problems with disability compensation and other related difficulties with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs.  If your attempts to work with the VA have failed, let 
us help you. 
  
WASHINGTON TOURS 
  
We can assist with tours of the U.S. Capitol, Supreme Court, Library of Congress, and 
other important Washington sites.  Please contact one of my district offices in advance.  
When you travel to Washington, please stop by and visit Congressman Cardoza in 
Room 503 of the Cannon House Office Building. 

 
SENIORS 
 
We can assist seniors with Medicare reimbursement difficulties and help to determine 
which health care services are covered under the program.  In addition, we can provide 
information about various Social Security programs, including retirement and survivor 
benefits, disability and SSI.  We can also help resolve problems with the Social 
Security Administration. 

 
BUSINESS      
 
We can assist people who are seeking loans from the Small Business Administration, 
provide information about SBA seminars, and detail opportunities to sell goods and 
services to the federal government.  We can also help obtain assistance from federal 
agencies that promote U.S. exports. 
 

 
WE ALSO PROVIDE SERVICES FOR: 

• Academy appointments 
• Immigration and naturalization 
• Foreign travel (passports, visas) 

• IRS problems 
 
 

Congressman Cardoza meets with constituents in 
Modesto to discuss services that he and his staff 
provide.  Thousands of Central Valley residents 
have been assisted in their dealings with federal 
agencies. 

  
“The most important thing we do is solve problems for constituents.” 
       – Congressman Dennis Cardoza  

http://free-stock-photos.com/patriotic/capitol-1.html

